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Conversations for Learning:  
Creating a Culture of Innovation  
 
Schedule at a Glance 

 
  7:30 –   8:15 a.m.  Registration and Continental Breakfast Cafeteria 
  8:15 –   8:30 a.m. Welcome & Opening Cafeteria 
  8:30 –  10:00 a.m.  Keynote Presentation – George Couros Cafeteria 
 10:00 – 10:15 a.m. Break   
 10:15 – 11:15 a.m. Breakout Session 1 Various rooms 
 11:25 – 12:25 p.m. Breakout Session 2 Various rooms  
 12:30  –  1:30 p.m. Lunch  Cafeteria 
   1:30  –  2:30 p.m.  Breakout Session 3 Various rooms 
   2:40 –   3:00 p.m.  Closing Cafeteria 
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Welcome  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome to Moanalua High School’s 2019 Professional Development Conference. This year’s theme, 
“Conversations for Learning: Creating a Culture of Innovation,” promises to inspire you and enrich you with new 
ideas to take back to your classrooms and your students.   
 
In its 18th year, this special gathering of educators is made possible because of the support and hard work of 
committed individuals and organizations. Special thanks go to HASCD for partnering with Moanalua High School 
to sponsor and plan this annual event for educators across the state to share ideas and innovations that are 
happening in classrooms in Hawaii and the nation. 
 
This year’s keynote speaker, George Couros, is an award winning teacher and educational speaker whose work 
contributes to the Moanalua High School vision, “… a community where everyone encourages, creates and 
learns.”  Mr. Couros wants students to excel and he knows that in order for that to happen, teachers need to 
connect with each student and find out who they are as individuals.   
 
Mr. Couros’s sessions today will focus on how to use different online mediums for creating innovative learning 
environments.  He will also share ideas regarding your digital footprint and what you can do to shape it.  Mr. 
Couros will also discuss of how both student and professional portfolios are invaluable for connecting in today’s 
educational system. 
 
As a school, Moanalua High has been reflecting on the importance of having a growth mindset.  Mr. Couros 
allows us to expand this thinking to an innovator’s mindset.  As our mission emphasizes, we have to prepare 
students for their future, a future that is becoming increasingly more difficult to predict. 
 
Have a productive day of collegial sharing and professional learning and go back to your schools inspired to 
challenge your students with fresh ideas. Enjoy “conversations for learning” throughout the day with colleagues, 
both old and new.  Share, reflect and be inspired to make learning better for every child you teach.  
 
 
Aloha,  
Robin Martin 
Principal 

 
  

Robin Martin 
Moanalua High School Principal 
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Message from HASCD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On behalf of the Hawaii Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development, otherwise known as HASCD, 
I’d like to personally welcome each of you to the Moanalua High School Professional Development Conference! 
 
 
HASCD is honored to be part of this annual PD Conference. Because of educators like you who have a passion 
for learning, we are committed to providing these opportunities for professional growth, including professional 
development conferences and courses for Hawaii DOE educators to earn PD credit.  As always, HASCD is a 
strong advocate for educators in Hawaii. 
 
This year’s speaker, George Couros truly is a leader in innovative leadership. He also understands the importance 
of creating a positive culture for our students that fosters engagement, innovation and creativity. My favorite 
quote of his is “We need to make the positives so loud that the negative becomes almost impossible to hear.” 
 
It’s an exciting time to be an educator in Hawaii as we focus on the needs of the whole child and 
Superintendent Kishimoto’s focus on the DOE’s three high impact strategies:  School Design, Student Voice and 
Teacher Collaboration.  With these strategies in mind, educators across the state have engaged in many positive 
discussions and ideas for advancements with Dr. Kishimoto leading the way. 
 
Coming together in an event like this where we can share tools for success and best practices is a great way to 
work together for the benefit of all students. Thank you for your commitment to education.  Have a wonderful 
day of learning! 
 
Jensen Ball 
President, HASCD 
Follow me on: @jjpball | Facebook | Instagram | Twitter 
 
 
About HASCD: 
HASCD is the Hawai‘i Affiliate of ASCD, a global community comprising 125,000 members — teachers, principals, 
superintendents, and advocates in more than 138 countries — dedicated to excellence in learning, teaching, and leading. 
While HASCD is its own entity working to enrich teaching and learning in Hawai’i, as an affiliate, HASCD works 
collaboratively with ASCD as part of the ASCD community to foster common values and goals. Visit our website at 
www.hascd.org, facebook at www.facebook.com/hascd or twitter @hawaiiascd for more information. 

Jensen Ball 
HASCD President 
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Keynote Presentation  8:30 – 10:00     Cafeteria 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
George Couros is a leading educator in the area of innovative leadership, teaching, and 
learning. He has worked with all levels of school, from K-12 as a teacher, technology 
facilitator, and school and district administrator, and is the author of the book, The Innovator’s 
Mindset: Empower Learning, Unleash Talent, and Lead a Culture of Creativity. He is a sought 
after speaker on the topic of innovative student learning and engagement and has worked 
with schools and organizations around the globe. George is also the creator of Connected 
Principals.com, an initiative that brings educators and leaders together from around the world 
to create powerful learning opportunities for students.   
 
Today’s Presentations by George Couros 
Keynote Session (8:30 – 10:00 am) 
Room:  Cafeteria   
 
Breakout Session 1 (10:15 – 11:15)  
Create Blended Learning Environments 
Room:  U-101 
 
Breakout Session 2 (11:25 – 12:25)  
Your Digital Footprint 
Room:  U-101 
 
Breakout Session 3 (1:30 – 2:30)  
Blogging as Professional and Student Portfolio 
Room:  U-101 
 
 
  

George Couros 
Keynote Speaker 
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Breakout Session 1   10:15 – 11:15          Various Rooms 
 
 
1.1 Creating a Blended Learning Environment       U-101 
 
Presenter: George Couros (See bio in keynote description) 
An online component should not be “blended” but the norm in our classrooms. In our world that is extremely 
connected and digital, learning to create different opportunities to use online resources is extremely helpful for 
creating innovative learning environments that really tap into and create a true learning community.  In this 
session, ideas will be shared to build upon for your own classrooms using different online mediums that are “real 
world” for our students. 

 
1.2 Creating a culture of Innovation. Insights for your classroom    Library 

 
Presenter:  Ian Kitajima 
Ian is the "Tech Sherpa" at Oceanit – a "Mind to Market" lab of 160 scientists, engineers, technologists, designers, 
and dreamers conducting advance research for government and private clients. If you watch James Bond 
movies, Oceanit is like Q's lab of scientists and engineers inventing the next great thing to save the planet. 
 
Learn how innovation happens at Oceanit, and what you can do to start your own revolution! 
#elementary #middle #highschool #postsecondary #innovationculture #curriculumandinstruction 
#problemsolving  
 
1.3 Fostering Collaborative Conversations with the i-Ready Data                SCMR 

 
Presenters: Duwayne Abe, Lori Sumajit, Heather Murashige, Christine Mabuni, Demetria Keller, Mallory 
Heckathorn (Salt Lake Elementary) 
Our Salt Lake Elementary team is comprised of our Principal, Curriculum Coordinator, Academic Coach, EL 
Resource Teacher and Grade Level teachers. 
 
At Salt Lake Elementary School (SLES), our goal is to support life-long learners to excel and succeed. To do so, we 
have a tradition of doing things systemically. We will share how we address the needs of our diverse student 
population using the data from our universal screener, i-Ready. In our presentation, the team will share how 
grade level teams collaborate to improve student achievement and how engagement and innovation leads to 
student success. #Elementary #CurriculumandInstruction 
 

1.4 Technology in the Music Classroom              H-101 
 
Presenter: Hannah Watanabe 
Hannah Watanabe is the orchestra teacher at Moanalua Middle School and also serves as the Hawaii Youth 
Symphony Concert Orchestra Director. 
 
This presentation is for music educators who want to learn how to integrate technology into their classroom. 
Music teachers are welcome to come, hear the presentation and join in on a roundtable discussion to share their 
experiences using technology and any questions they may have. 
#elementary #middle #highschool #curriculumandinstruction #google #music 
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1.5 Building trust using 1-1 student-teacher conferences       H-102 
 
Presenter: Kalika Ayin 
Kalika Ayin is a current Moanalua High School teacher who has a passion for teaching Language Arts, but has 
also come to love ELL and Social Studies. Fun facts: Her name is Greek (not Hawaiian!); she loves to encourage 
others, and she enjoys learning about other people’s passions. 
 
In this workshop, Kalika will introduce a 1-1 conferencing technique she has implemented over the past three 
years of teaching. The conferences have allowed her to build deeper relationships with her students, which have 
led to more engaged participation in class, better class discussions, and deeper levels of student-teacher trust. 
#middle #highschool #curriculumandinstruction #classroommanagement 
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Breakout Session 2   11:25 – 12:25          Various Rooms 
 
 
2.1 Your Digital Footprint          U-101 

Presenter: George Couros  (See bio in keynote description) 
We all have a digital footprint, as do our schools and organizations. “Googling” ourselves makes this apparent   
whether we have had any say in it or not. As individuals and as schools, what can we do to actually shape this 
footprint?  With open sharing of our learning, a digital footprint can easily be developed for an individual, 
school or organization. This is not about branding as much as it is about modeling for our students that we are 
learners along with them. 

 
2.2 Creating a culture of Innovation. Insights for your classroom    Library 
 Applied Session 
 
Presenter:  Ian Kitajima 
Ian is the "Tech Sherpa" at Oceanit – a "Mind to Market" lab of 160 scientists, engineers, technologists, designers, 
and dreamers conducting advance research for government and private clients. If you watch James Bond 
movies, Oceanit is like Q's lab of scientists and engineers inventing the next great thing to save the planet. 
 
This session will build on ideas/topics from session 1 and explore ways to apply it to the classroom. 
#elementary #middle #highschool #postsecondary #innovationculture #curriculumandinstruction 
#problemsolving  
 
 
2.3 Teaching Computational Thinking with Google Sheets                 SCMR 

 
Presenter : Bobby Widhalm 
Bobby Widhalm is currently a State Office Teacher at the Professional Development and Educational Research 
Institute, where he helps support the development of school leaders. Throughout his career, Bobby has served in 
numerous roles from classroom teacher to acting state specialist, which has enriched his perspective of 
education. 
 
With all the buzz about computational thinking and coding, educators may wonder how to support their 
students (and themselves) to improve computational thinking skills. Google Sheets can help! Come learn how this 
tool is not just for collecting and organizing data but how it also supports the development of logical thinking. 
#digitalliteracy #digitallearning #problemsolving #google 
 

 
  



Moanalua High School Professional Development Conference April 5, 2019 

2.4 Instructional Accommodations & Curricular         H-101 
 Modifications for General Education  & Inclusion Classrooms    
 
Presenter: Sherrie Faildo-Lee 
Sherrie Faildo-Lee has been working at Moanalua High School since 2001. She has taught in a fully self-contained 
special education classroom and is now the Student Services Coordinator. Sherrie believes ALL students can 
learn. It is the responsibility of educators to figure out how to teach them. 
 
As educators, both in the general education classroom and the special education classroom, we can support 
students who have learning issues. The focus of this session is to give all teachers who teach students with learning 
issues practical strategies to provide them access to general education curriculum. We will discuss the 
differences between accommodations and modifications, how to identify which students are eligible to receive 
these supports, and most importantly, what we as teachers can do to help our students learn. 
#accomodations #modifications 
 
2.5 Content Through a Hawaiʻi Lens        H-102 
 
Presenter: Danile Kop 
 
Danile Kop, a 30 plus year veteran of the Hawaii DOE system in language acquisition and instruction, presently 
provides statewide support of the Hawaiian Studies Program. 
 
Join the Office of Hawaiian Education, Hawaiian Studies Program, to learn more about the newly developed K-
12 Hawaiian Studies guiding concepts for connecting content to Hawaiʻi. Attendees will learn about the 
concepts and about how to apply them in their practice creating a strengthened sense of Hawaiʻi. 
#curriculumandinstruction #hawaiianeducation  
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Breakout Session 3   1:30 – 2:30 pm         Various Rooms 
 
 
3.1 Blogging as Professional and Student Portfolio         U-101 
 
Presenter: George Couros  (See bio in keynote description) 
Blogging has become a tool that is used often in the classroom, but has also become a valuable tool for 
educators to use in their own professional learning.  Aligning with Teaching Standards , this session will show you 
how to create a professional portfolio that will be invaluable for sharing, connecting, and reflecting on teaching 
practice.   
 
3.2 Focus on Instruction                           Library 
 
Group Presenters: Joanna Kobayashi, Erik Kubota, Lori Mizue (Moanalua HS PD Team) 
Members of the Moanalua High School Professional Development team are comprised of classroom teachers, 
support staff, and administration. 
 
The ever-changing world of education can often feel overwhelming for teachers. Join our session to explore a 
simpler more focused teaching mindset that emphasizes brain-based research and instructional strategies. 

 
3.3 How High Schools Might Look Different         SCMR 

 
Presenter: Bobby Widhalm 
 
Bobby Widhalm is currently a State Office Teacher at the Professional Development and Educational Research 
Institute, where he helps support the development of school leaders. Throughout his career, Bobby has served in 
numerous roles from classroom teacher to acting state specialist, which has enriched his perspective of 
education. 
 
As the Hawaii DOE focuses on School Design, educators may not know what might be possible. Come learn 
about some different school designs from across the country (based on presenter’s research). Then examine how 
schools may leverage this opportunity to truly be innovative in imagining what your school’s design could be. 
#highschool #middle #elementary #schooldesign 
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3.4 Problem Based Learning (PBL) in CTE               H-101 
 
Presenters: Kelly Calistro and Joelle Kramer 
Kelly and Joelle are CTE educators committed to challenging students with real world experiences in Media and 
Business. 
 
Problem based learning is essential to CTE. Student groups from the business and media pathways will present 
how they were challenged to solve real world problems during the year. 
 
#highschool #problemsolving #CTE #business #media 
 
3.5 Language or Learning: Varying Approach to Student Learning      H-102 

 
Presenters: Jana Moore and Trudy Moore 
Jana Moore, Ph.D., teaches ELL in the K-12 field. Her research interests include autonomy in the classroom and 
the achievement gap. 
Trudy Moore, Ma. ED. SPED, has been teaching for 20 years as a Special Education classroom teacher in 
Honolulu.  
 
This session will show teachers how to distinguish between students' language needs and learning needs and 
how student behavior can guide us in choosing the most effective strategies. 
#highschool #middle #elementary #curriculumandinstruction #accommodations  
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